




I am requesting approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness to construct a bathroom/closet addition to 

the side of the house at 815 W Melwood St in the Norhill Historic District.   

The lot is 5512 sq ft and the existing house, covered porch and detatched garage total 1474 sq ft 

(26.7% of lot is covered).  The proposed addition is 267 sq ft which will make the total covered area 

1741 sq ft (31.6% of lot covered including the addition).   

The existing house and garage are of almost all original materials (117 wood siding and wood 

windows and trim) with the exception of the back doors which are wood but do not appear to be 

original.  The house is in reasonably good condition for its age.  It has a composition shingle roof.  

The new roof structure will be lower than the existing roofline and match existing in slope and all 

carpentry details and materials.  The proposed addition will end 12 1/2 feet from the side property line 

and is on the back section of the side of the house so it is well clear of setbacks and easements. 

All materials including windows and doors, siding, rafters and trim are to be new materials but match 

the existing house in size, thickness and all other details.  The single exception will be the south-

facing (street-facing) window which will be re-used from one of the four existing windows being 

removed. 

The addition satisfies Section 33-241 of the Historic Preservation Ordinance because it preserves the 

historical character of the property by matching all material and details and does not alter the 

appearance or use of the structure.  The intent is to not be able to tell which part of the house is an 

addition. 

Please note, the drawings contained within this submittal are identical to the drawings submitted in 

the 2014 COA application previously approved, but with added details and information per 

request/comment by the City of Houston Planning and Development Services Division during review 

for permit.  Broman Design & Construction is the intended builder. 
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